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The entrance of the Technology Center facing parking lot one on the Haverhill cam- 


pus, all decked out in yellow and blue decor to celebrate its official grand opening. 


College celebrates Tech 
Center grand opening 


Building officially 
opens after years of 
planning and work 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


College officials, accompanied by 
key figures in the area, celebrated the 
grand opening of the Technology 
Center with a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Oct. 21. 

According to Jean C. Poth, vice 
president of Institutional 
Advancement, the ceremony is the 
culmination of the completion and 
occupancy of the Technology Center, a 
new building on the Haverhill campus 
featuring specially designed meeting 
areas, music and photography rooms 
and many smart classrooms. 

“We've been working on this for 
so long,” said Poth. “Now, it's offi- 


cially a building.” 

Poth added that the completion of 
the Technology Center is one of the 
college's most~ significant steps 
towards the future in the 30 years that 
it has been a public college in 
Massachusetts. 

According to Poth, the event was 
attended by over 100 local community 
members, NECC professors and stu- 
dents, legislatures and Chancellor of 
the Board of Higher Education Judith 
Gill. 

“We are here for student success,” 
said Poth. “We're very happy that stu- 
dents will have a tech building that is 
state of the art. We are all about stu- 
dents, and that's what this is all about.” 

President David Hartleb added to 
the statement, saying that he was very 
pleased with the work put into the 
building and how directly the new 
building impacts students at NECC, 
along with the general tumout of the 
ceremony itself. 


“Tt was outstanding,” said Hartleb. 
“There's a lot of friends and donors 
that we have here, and I felt very good 
about (doing this event).” 

“We are very thankful for the 
donors that enabled the interior part to 
be furnished,” said Poth, adding that, 
in tribute to the donors who helped 
financially through the past few years, 
many of the rooms in the Technology 
Center feature plaques that dedicate 
those rooms to key donors. 
Additionally, a large plaque hangs in 
the central hallway of the building that 
contains the names of over 600 donors 
that have helped through the years. 

On Sept. 6, NECC hosted a donor 
event in the Technology Center to cel- 
ebrate the building's completion, 
where a similarly sized crowd com- 
posed mainly of donors was given a 
tour of the building in its earliest com- 
pleted state. 

“It'S a very exciting time for 
everyone,” said Poth. 


9 


Arts 


NECC student Colleen 
McCabe tries out for ‘So 
You Think You Can Dance’ 


NECC settles 
discrimination 
suit out of court 


Ex-registrar and 
attorney receive total 


of $435,000 in suit 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


After years of court pleadings all 
starting with a discrimination law- 
suit, NECC recently settled with ex- 
Registrar Allen A. Felisberto and 
Attorney David F. Grunebaum out of 
court for a grand total of $435,000. 

According to now public cuurt 
documents available at the Essex 
Superior Court in Salem, MA, 
Felisberto alleged the college and 
employees of the college wrongfully 
terminated his employment on June 
30, 1999 and, near the end of his 23 
year employment at NECC, regularly 
discriminated against him based on 
his age, gender and a handicap 
acquired in military service. 
Throughout the case, the college and 


its defendants denied all allegations. 

As agreed to in the settlement, 
neither Felisberto nor representatives 
of the college were willing to com- 
ment on the lawsuit or its eventual 
settlement. 

According to court documents, 
the battle started in March of 1997 
with an article that ran in the 
Observer about how a “lack of man- 
ners repeatedly plague one woman's 
visit to (the Registrar's) office.” The 
article, which appeared on page three 
of the NECC Observer, Vol. 54, No. 
4, Mar. 12, 1997, called attention to a 
Registrar's office run with apathy and 
a lack of care for NECC's students. 

The article's author, previous 
Contributing Editor and NECC stu- 
dent Breeda Whitmore, said in the 
article, “I had foolishly come to think 
that I had witnessed one of those ‘off 
days that everybody has from time to 
time. It turns out that the registrar's 
office never seems to have an ‘on' 
day.” 


See NECC settles lawsuit page 6 


Tsiplakis, Rudd 
lead Knights 


Cross-country prepares 
for the championship 
meets in November 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


After a slow start, the Northern 
Essex cross-country team has hit its 
stride in recent weeks. Members of 
both the men and women’s team 
have been moving up the charts and 
finding their place. 

Heavy rains caused the Yankee 
Conference Invitational to be post- 
poned a week and was run Oct. 15 at 
New Hampshire Technical Institute. 
Due to the reschedule, several 
schools that were originally going to 
attend could not, changing the meet 
into a small one. 

NECC athletes won the men and 


women’s races. Dorian Tsiplakis 
took control of the race for the men 
from the beginning and finished with 
a time of 17:56. 

“He looked strong the whole 
race. In the moming when he awoke 
he wasn’t sure if he felt well enough 
to compete, but he still went and 
competed and had a great race,” said 
head coach Dawn Caputo. 

Also finishing for the men were 
David Esposito (19:17), Joel Nunez 
(19:52) and Mike Cenower in 
(21:32). 

Laura Rudd led the way for the 
women breaking the NECC record, 
formally broken twice this year by 
teammate Megan Lewis, and clocked 
in at 21:21. Because of her perfor- 
mance, Rudd was honored by the 
NJCAA as the athlete of the week for 
last week. Due to a hard fall in prac- 
tice, Lewis did not run. 


See cross-country page 15 
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The NECC Waichdog, 
hard at work for you 


3 EDITORIAL | 


Featured on the cover of this issue 
of the NECC Observer is a story about 
the college settling out of court with a 
previous employee of the college in a 
discrimination suit that wasn’t very 
well known. Because of the signifi- 
cance and heavy weight that this story 
bears for the college and those associat- 
ed with the college, we feel it is only 
right to explain the reasoning behind 
running this story that could prove to be 
damaging to NECC, especially if we 
are a newspaper that serves this com- 
munity. 

Througout history, newspapers 
have served as groups working to, 
among other things, keep local govern- 
ments and other things in check. A key 
example of this is the story of the 
Watergate break-in dating back to the 
early seventies. 

Essentially, hired professionals 
were caught breaking into the 
Democratic Headquarters, and after 
over a year of intense investigation 
from multiple reporters working for the 


Washington Post, it was revealed, and 
proven, that the President himself was 
responsible for the acts. Shortly there- 
after, he resigned and history then took 
its gradual course as we know it. 

If it weren’t for the Washington 
Post breaking the story, it would be 
very hard to imagine where we'd be 
right now, 30 years later. 

The story behind the out-of-court 
settlement with Allen A. Felisberto is 
fairly simple: The college was sued for 
multiple counts of discrimination, and 
instead of keeping with a fight in court 
(that did last six years, 1 should men- 
tion), the college instead paid the plain- 
tiff to not talk about it anymore, which 
would lead you to wonder if the college 
was actually guilty or not 

The purpose of running the story is 
not to make the college look bad, but 
instead to inform you, our readers, of a 
problem within the inner working of 
NECC. As students and faculty, you 
deserve to know that these things are 
happening, if they are happening, as 
oppose to just succumbing to igno- 
rance. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
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and the New England Press Association 
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Do you think clubs are good for the 
school or a waste of resources? 


Laurie Palermo, Theater 
“They are spectacular!” 


Ashley Lannan, Liberal Arts 
“It depends on the club. If it’s con- 
structive, I don’t think it’s a waste.” 


Eric Alosky, Business Transfer 

“I haven’t really tried any clubs, and I 
don’t know how many students are 
involved. But it provides students 
with things to do. And, otherwise, it’s 
impossible to make friends—every- 
one kind of just shoves you off.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Joe Donlon, General Studies 
“It’s good for the school, and a really 
good way to meet people. I’m in the 
Contemporary Affairs Club and I 
really like it. All places should have 
clubs.” . 


Jesse Walker, Visual Arts 

“T have no problem with it. It’s not a 
waste. It keeps people busy. If you’re 
going to this school, why wouldn’t 
you want to know what’s going on 
around you?” 


Vicky Anson, General Studies 
“School-supported group activities 
are positive. Unpopular groups or 
groups that don’t do very much 
might be a little wasteful. But clubs 
are good for building community 
and school spirit.” 
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Consider the military to pay for 


Dear Editor, 


Financial aid is unfair to full time 
workers, but the Federal Government 
does have a system in place to assist 
the 18-24 demographic. It’s called the 
Military. By joining a part-time branch 
such as the Army Reserve, National 
Guard, or Air National Guard the gov- 
ernment will pay your tuition, and pay 
back student loans up to $20,000, giv- 
ing you cash and credit. Most branches 
will give you a monthly stipend around 
$300 to $400 a month, direct deposit, 
to your account. Your employer is 
legally obligated, under the Soldiers 
and Sailors Relief Act, to hold your job 
and give you any promotions or raises 
accrued during your time on active 
duty. If your employer won’t listen to 


you about this, your unit will provide 
an attorney, free of charge, to handle it 
for you. You will also be paid for train- 
ing - probably more then you make 
now, and receive a few thousand dol- 
lars lump sum when you complete 
your initial training requirements. 
Maybe you can finish paying off that 
car loan. 

There isn’t much of a requirement 
for the benefits received. Basic Combat 
Training lasts about 9 weeks and your 
job training can take anywhere from 2 
to 36 weeks, but it’s your choice. You 
could take next summer to do all this 
and start the fall semester getting paid 
to go to school. How do I know all 
this? I was unable to receive a higher 
education because of the reasons you 
stated and joined the Army Reserves. It 


Public apology for 


security 


(Note: The following letter was 
received as a public apology from 
college administration. The 
Observer reprints it here.) 


I am writing on behalf of the 
college administration to apologize 
publicly for the recent incident 
involving a security guard who 
removed student artwork from the 
third floor of the Spurk Building. 

Obviously, the guard exercised 
poor judgment and, as a result, he 
has been disciplined by his employ- 
er, Eagle Security. Eagle Security 
has also taken this opportunity to 


’s actions 


re-educate all of its guards on 
issues involving free speech and 
property rights. 

We're very sorry this happened 
but hopefully the result will be a 
better educated security force. If 
you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me at mijan- 
drews@necc.mass.edu or ext. 
3921. 


Thanks, 
Mark Andrews 
Vice President of Administration 


has done more then I could have ever 
thought to benefit my life. I serve one 
weekend a month and two weeks a 
year, and have a blast playing with 
Uncle Sam’s big toys. I could be 
deployed to any part of the world, but I 
feel confident that I will return alive 
and in one piece. The media portrays 
what will sell, all the blood and gore 
and violence, with their own twist. I 
know many people who have been to 
Iraq and spent their time on a comput- 
er doing administrative work, loading 
and unloading trucks, or just sitting in a 
warehouse counting ammo, fixing 
vehicles and equipment and all other 
sorts of behind the scenes support 
actions. This is the Majority of the 
Amny that you never hear about. 
Please don’t misunderstand, I am 


not undermining the seriousness of the 
conflict that is occurring in Iraq. I am 
saying that I trust in my training and 
leadership, and am confident in mathe- 
matical odds. Currently there have 
been approximately 800,000 troops 
with 1,056 casualties, including non- 
combat related deaths. That is about a 
1:800 chance of death or dismember- 
ment. I am more likely to be raped here 
in America, get in a car crash, or catch 
an STD. Will that change my lifestyle? 
No. Why should fear of war affect my 
decision to receive an education? 
Everyone is scared to go. There are too 
many people that put their hands out 
crying to the government: help me, fix 
it, but will never consider giving any- 
thing of themselves in return. We need 
a military, and it’s a volunteer force. 


school 


It’s a crappy gig, but the government 
does its best to make it worthwhile. If 
you want to put your hands out and 
demand, you should be willing to give 
back. Nobody wants to enlist right now 
because of the way that people see the 
services. Recruiters- should use any 
measure possible, including video 
games to get soldiers. The military is 
not all killing and horror. Some people 
will serve 30 years and never see 
bloodshed. I wish people could see the 
new army: The joking and fun that sol- 
diers have together. The bond that can’t 
be described. The pride, confidence, 
and discipline that is integrated into 
your being. The opportunities that 
come from your time in service. 


Kate Rabbitt 


Opinion editor trying to push her 
Socialist left-wing agenda 


Dear Editor, 

As a new reader of this pub- 
lication here at NECC, I must say I 
am disappointed. While I like Stacie 
Peters’ writing style, I feel as if 1 am 
reading a left wing advertisement. 
One week she is complaining about 
the military using new techniques to 
recruit, and the next she is bashing 
the College Republicans at Holyoke. 
Now I know that not only is Ms. 
Peters anti-war, she is also anti-mili- 
tary. It leaves me wondering if a pro- 
environment group did something 
violent, would she ignore it? I think 
yes. 


I wonder what Ms. Peters 
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thought about Harvard University 
kicking the ROTC off of it's presti- 


gious campus. I am sure she didn't- 


think Harvard was limiting free 
speech at all. In "Freedom of speech, 
loss of self control", she compares 
post-9/11 America to the British 
oppression felt in the 1700's. The 
only thing different after that devas- 
tating attack is the amount of liberals, 
like Ms. Peters, trying to stop neces- 
sary measures from being taken. 

History has shown that a loss of 
liberties during times of war are not 
uncommon, and the nation has recov- 
ered and flourished from these tem- 
porary losses. 


I ask you this, Ms. Peters: are 
you an editor who presents thought- 
ful opinions while entertaining the 
thoughts of others, or are you a 
Socialist just pushing forth your left 
wing agenda? I would appreciate 
either a response in e-mail, or in the 
next edition of the paper. 


Sincerely, 
Sean Ormond 


Editorial comment: I'd say that 
I’m a person who doesn’t regard the 
permanently dead as a “temporary” 
loss. But maybe that’s just the 
Socialism talking. —SP. 
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From concept to com- 
pletion: Here is how 


to write effectively 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


Today, I am 
going to take a 
small _ break 
from my gener- 
al routine of 
making stupid 
stuff up about 
things not relat- 
ed to me in any 
way, and 
instead make 
stupid stuff up about things that are 
related to me. 

Lately, a few people have 
approached me, babbling on about 
writing and how they want to become 
a better writer. Now, while I am 
absolutely no expert on writing, 
some look at me like I am one 
because I run a newspaper. So, in 
this kind of situation, I generally like 
to pretend that I know something 
about writing. 

Like right now! 

Now, a lot of what you see going 
into the Observer, depending on the 
section of course, is often the end 
culmination of excruciating inter- 
viewing of sources, gathering infor- 
mation, verifying stuff that you don't 
even end up using half the time and 
then writing it in a way that won't get 
you sued. For example, the story 
about Allen A. Felisberto on the 
cover of this issue of the paper is a 
story that I have been researching 
and gradually working on since 
August. 

Some other things in the paper, 
like what you are reading right now, 
often come out of left field for no 


not ail prominent writers 


good reason whatsoever, and can 
even take a minimal level of effort, 
with exception to my stuff of course. 
So, for this issue, I have gone about 
creating a primer on how to write 
things, for those who don't know how 
to write at all. 

The first step in writing is to 
come up with something to write 
about—like carrots. Now, many of 
you consider carrots to be cute little 
orange vegetables containing assort- 
ed vitamins and minerals, but actual- 
ly, you're wrong. Carrots are really 
disease capsules from hell cleverly 
disguised as healthy, nutritious veg- 
etables meant for consumption. 
Lucky for us, their biggest weakness 
is the digestive system, so nothing 
ever really happens when we humans 
encounter them. 

See? Coming up with a topic to 
write about is easy! And sometimes, 
when you are asked to write, the 
assignees actually give you some- 
thing to write about, thus making the 
overall experience easier. 

Generally anything you write 
consists of three parts. First, there is 
the introduction. The single purpose 
of an introduetion is to introduce the 
reader to whatever you are complain- 
ing about without boring him or her 
to death. So, snappiness is key. After 
the introduction comes the body, 
where you put your introduction into 
better detail and eventually get away 
with boring your reader to death. 
After that, of course, comes the con- 
clusion, where you say something 
snappy and overly obnoxious, leav- 
ing the reader's reading experience 
with a happy glowing... something. 

Now, what usually works for me, 
the one who pretends he knows what 
he's doing, is to write the body first. 
Sometimes, it even helps to create an 
outline to help better organize the 
body. You know, create your outline, 
and go down the list of items on that 
outline when writing the body. 


After you have done this, look at 
what you've created, and delete it. 
It's garbage. 

Ha ha! Just kidding. What you 
will really do is glance over every- 
thing you wrote and then try to sum it 
up in as few words as possible with- 
out giving everything away. This 
would be the introduction, or “lead” 
if you’re writing a new story. When 
it's done, toss it up on top of the rest 
off the story. 

Then comes a night of heavy 
drinking and general procrastination 
that continues until you are about a 
half hour away from your deadline, 
faced with not only a pounding 
headache but also a work of words 
that has no conclusion (or an intro- 
duction, if you were really that des- 


perate) to speak of. 

So, now you must write your 
conclusion. To do this, I usually read 
over everything I wrote, become 
mildly depressed at how bad it is, and 
then come up with something cute to 
sum all of my thoughts or arguments 
in as little a number of words as 
humanly possible. 

I also like to believe that the con- 
clusion is almost as important as the 
lead, because it is the last thing the 
reader is left with. If you were writ- 
ing about carrots, for example, you 
wouldn't have a conclusion about 
how you can't help but drive your car 
up onto sidewalks in the daytime. 
No, you'd write about carrots! 

After that, as was suggested by 
one of my earlier writing professors, 


put your work of literary genius 
down for at least 24 hours, so that 
you clear your mind of it. This way, 
when you read it, it will look so bad, 
that you will have a compelling urge 
to pretend that you didn't even write 
it. This actually works—the worse 
your masterpiece looks, the more you 
can fix it. 

And that is how you write stuff. 
After you do it a few hundred times, 
you'll get the hang of it. Either that, 
or you'll admit that you are a failure 
at life and your drinking will only get 
worse. That, and the carrots will 
become more persistent. 


WRITING SAMPLE 
Carrots aren’t meant to be delicious 


On a daily basis, we, the domi- 
nant species on this planet, are faced 
with many challenges. War, pesti- 
lence, anti-lock brakes, you know— 
lots of stuff. But nothing is more 
threatening to us than the sheer hor- 
rific existence of carrots. 

For us, carrots are often a tradi- 
tional snack time favorite, possibly 
something that would run alongside 
a turkey dinner, or an appetizer that 
you drown in some fancy dressing 
of sorts. But, in all actuality, we are 
seeing these majestic orange beasts 
in the wrong way. If anything, we're 
way off. 

According to research done by 
some science group someplace, car- 
rots actually possess a significantly 
dangerous toxin known as carrotin, 
which is Latin for, “My skin just 
turned green.” The effects of car- 
rotin on the human body are easy to 
explain, but tragically hard to wit- 


Selfish instead of selfless 


Drug companies 
should relax policies 
in time of need 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinion Editor 


It isn’t news 
anymore: bird 
flu is spreading 
faster than any- 
one could 
expect and 
should it turn 
into a_ global 
pandemic, the 
world does not 
have enough 
drugs to fight it. 

Don’t panic yet. We still have 
some time until we find ourselves 
amongst, quite literally, a murder of 
crows. Because the virus has not yet 
mutated into a form that can be trans- 
mitted from human to human, this 
should be the key time for drug com- 
panies to speed up production of avian 
flu-fighting medications. 

Wait... did I say companies? 
Oops. Well, I meant company. 

Singular. 

One. 

That’s right, folks. There are 
about. six-billion-four-hundred-forty- 
six-million-one-hundred-thirty-one- 
thousand-four-hundred people on this 
planet, and only ONE company is 


i 


producing anti-bird flu medicine for 
them all. 

Roche is a Swiss company that 
holds patent rights to Tamiflu, the 
only known drug that shortens the 
duration of avian flu. Although there 
is no vaccine to prevent contracting 
the flu in humans, Tamiflu makes the 
symptoms in an individual less 
severe, Because victims of avian flu 
die of pneumonia-like conditions, by 
reducing these symptoms, the likeli- 
hood of survival is increased. 

Unfortunately this holiday season, 
Roche isn’t feeling too generous 
about relaxing its monopolizing grip 
on the drug. International requests are 
pouring in from numerous drug com- 
panies in regards to information on 
Tamiflu; more specifically, how and 
where the drug is made. By uncover- 
ing these details, rival drug companies 
hope to create and produce generic, 
cheaper versions to help combat the 
would-be pandemic. 

Roche only succeeds in proving 
that money makes the world go 
‘round: the sales on Tamiflu, a drug 
most people had never even heard of 
before, have skyrocketed to $700 mil- 
lion this year alone. No wonder Roche 
refuses to relinquish its nights — the 
year isn’t even over yet, and the 
demand for Tamiflu will only increase 
with the fear that drives those sales. 

This is so typical of big pharma- 
ceutical companies, or at that, any 
large company. Even in times of dis- 
tress, they refuse to loosen up on their 
policies. If you remember back to 


ve 


post-9/11, there were several anthrax 
scares circulating along with the mail 
in the postal service. When the gov- 
ernment tried to stockpile the anthrax- 
treatment drug Cipro, Bayer (the 
drug’s manufacturer) refused to let 
other companies market generic ver- 
sions. 

Let’s just hope the bird flu scare 
fizzles out just like the anthrax one 
did. 

Sure, Roche might lose a couple 
million dollars. for learning how to 
share, but they'll still have a couple 
million more than anyone else ts 
going to have, so-why not give the 
people of Earth:a break and let other 
companies manufacture generic 
knock-offs of Tamiflu? Right now, a 
treatment package can cost up to $60 
in U.S. dollars. Maybe this isn’t a lot 
to us comfortable, middle-class 
Americans, but to people in Asia who 
are virtually living in chicken markets 
and have actually been killed by avian 
flu, the cost is simply too high. 

If Roche is so concerned about 
making money, why not temporarily 
lift the patent rights until countries 
have enough of the medicine stock- 
piled? Royalties could be paid to 
Roche for this allowance and all par- 
ties would benefit: Roche still makes 
out with a ridiculous profit, while the 
rest of the population gets to avoid 
being wiped off the face of the planet. 

Viruses are not like people. They 
do not discriminate on race, back- 
ground, or economic status. Neither 
should drug companies. 
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ness, as you could imagine by the 
word's Latin translation. 

Luckily, this dangerous toxin 
can be defeated by a few anti-toxins 
that were given to us at the hands of 
evolution—stomach acid and lots of 
pissed off enzymes that have it out 
for anything that tries infiltrating 
our body's defenses through the 
mouth (including the likes of pizza 
sauce, cheese, “Sour Patch Kids” 
and, the most dangerous of all, broc- 
coli), Though, not everybody is 
lucky, specifically those who eat too 
many vegetables. After a while, the 
bodies of those carrotin over-eaters 
deplete their supplies of carrotin 
anti-toxin, and the dreadful effects 
of carrotin begin to take their toll. 

The first sign that your body is 
being taken over by carrotin is your 
skin turning green. After this, you 
begin to grow horns on your fore- 
head and you start talking like a tree, 


which, tragically, no sociological 
group of humans has been able to 
translate yet. 

One prime example of a carrot's 
lasting impact on the human race is 
right here in New England. When 
the pilgrims landed here oh so long 
ago, and we met the Native 
Americans and had a grand feast, 
the Native Americans fed said pil- 
grims carrots and broccoli. Now, 
there are trees everywhere in New 
England. 

It goes without saying that car- 
rots have always been, and still con- 
tinue to be, a clear threat to the 
human race. However, as long as 
we try to steer clear of carrots, and 
only eat a few occasionally for the 
sake of keeping their numbers 
down, we will continue to live on 
happily—that is, of course, until a 
comet hits the earth and kills every- 
one. 


The minimum wage 
is no longer enough 


Massachusetts needs 
to raise the bar on 
minimum wage 


By KRISTEN MOLINA 
Contributing Reporter 


We are the United States of 
America. We offer freedom and hap- 
piness to all that chose to come and 
live here, and others that already do. 
Unfortunately, we 
don’t say that it 
won't come with- 
out a price. What 
does the minimum 
wage say about our 
economy or our 
values? Each indi- 
vidual, whatever 
the age, must fend 
for themselves in 
someway. Therefore, to live and be a 
productive citizen, you must make 
some income to support yourself and 
your basic needs. In certain circum- 
stances, these needs become increas- 
ingly important when one reaches the 
age of 18. 

Jobs available in Massachusetts 
without a college degree pay awful. 
They also entail a lot of dedication 
and hard work. Do citizens without a 
college degree have a fair chance of 
earning a living in the state of 
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If you can’t afford 
gas prices, why go 
to school? 


Massachusetts? 

According to lawlib.com, mini- 
mum wage as of Jan. 1, 2001 is 
$6.75. The cost of living in the 
Boston area is 48 percent higher than 
the national average, according to 
Data Master. Is this offering security 
to people with minimum wage jobs? 
Or is it a way of oppressing them? 
According to GovSpot.com, 43,300 
families are on welfare in 
Massachusetts alone. 

I thought our country was about 
education, opportunities, supporting 
knowledge, growth 
and furthering one- 
self. The message 
we are sending out 
is evident—If you 
can’t afford gas 
prices, why go to 
school? If people 
have to work forty 
hours a week just to 
obtain necessities, 
how are they going to have the time 
to go to school and have a fair chance 
in society? 

It’s clear that Massachusetts 
should raise the minimum wage. It’s 
possible that it would help hundreds 
and inspire others to further them- 
selves with opportunities that they. 
once didn’t have. This would offer a 
safer and more secure future for 
Massachusetts citizens. 
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November White 
Fund lecture 
focuses on 

Merrimack Valley 


Learn how the Merrimack 
River Valley became home to 
the site of the American 
Industrial Revolution when 
historian Dr. Robert Allison 
presents The Merrimack River 
Valley: The First 
Massachusetts Miracle as part 
of the White Fund 
Enlightenment Series on 
Thursday, Nov. 10, at 7 p.m. in 
the White Fund Room on The 
Amesbury Street Lawrence 
Campus. 

Allison, who teaches at 
both Suffolk University and 
Harvard University Extension 


School, has written several 
books including A Short 
History of Boston, 


Revolutionary Sites of Greater 
Boston, and Stephen Decatur — 
American Naval Hero — 1779- 
1820. 

For over 140 years, the 
White Fund Enlightenment 
Series has offered Greater 
Lawrence audiences the oppor- 
tunity to “enlighten their 
minds” through a series of free 
lectures. 

Funded by a generous 
financial gift from the 
Honorable Daniel Appleton 
White, the White Fund Lecture 
Series has provided cultural 
conversation featuring well- 
known lecturers in fields such 
as history, literature, travel, the 
arts, and politics. The White 
fund is collaborating with 
Northern Essex on this series. 

To receive a calendar of 
upcoming events in the White 
Fund Enlightenment Series, 
contact 978-556-3600. 


Workshops held to 
eliminate waste, by 
MassMep 


Learn how to eliminate 
waste in manufacturing during 
a Lean Manufacturing Skills 


Workshop presented _ by 
Massachusetts Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership 
(MassMep) and NECC 
Workforce Development 


Services on Thursday, Nov. 10, 
from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
Northern Essex Community 
College's Corporate & 
Community Education Center, 
1600 Osgood St., North 
Andover. 

For more information on 
lean manufacturing and 
upcoming programs, contact 
Allan MacGregor at NECC's 
Workforce Development 
office, 978-659-1218 or amac- 
gregor@necc.mass.edu or Dan 
Halloran at 978-659-1219 or 
dhalloran@necc.mass.edu 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 


Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Senate, without a home, still 
continues to fights for students 


No headquarters 
makes it hard to meet 


students ’needs 


By KIRSTEN PAULSON 
Contributing Reporter 


The Student Senate is pushing 
forward to represent and work for the 
student body without an office. They 
lost their office in the student recre- 
ation center when it was renovated, 
and are hoping to gain an office in 
the B Building. Their greatest worry 
is that it is hard for the students to 
reach the governing body of the col- 
lege with concerns. 

“The Student Senate is only as 
powerful as the students let it 
become,” said Senate President 
Robert Cook. “Don't just go to 
school—be a part of it.” 

The Student Senate moves on 
with meetings to complete goals. 
The diverse group that is part of the 
senate helps to form a variety of 
opinions and decisions that more 
accurately represent the student 
body, Cook added. They meet to 
deal with issues that are important to 


the student body, but the only thing 
that keeps the senate going is the 
interest of the students. 

Cook stated that many members 
of the senate joined out of curiosity, 
because of duty and for community 
service. He said he joined because 
he wanted to be part of his own edu- 
cation by getting involved. There 
can be more to a student's education 


going to be a fundraiser to help culti- 
vate the DVD collection in the 
library for film students and all who 
choose to borrow them. 

There are also many long term 
projects. The common percentage 
division of money from fundraisers 
is 30 percent to revitalize Lecture 
Hall A in the Spurk building on the 
Haverhill campus, 50 percent goes to 
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The Student Senate is only as powerful as 
the students let it become... Don’t just go to 
school—be a part of it. 


-Robert Cook, Student Senate president 


than just going to class and going 
home, which is what he did for one 
and a half years. 

The senate is currently working 
on one specific project, which is 
fundraising for movies in the library 
for the film students to use in class. 
There was no collection, and once 
film classes were introduced the 
librarians started to stock some but 
ran out of funding. Now there is 


the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation, and the last 20 percent 
goes into a fund to build a student 
lounge. The student lounge is about 
seven to eight years down the road; it 
would be a building dedicated solely 
as a place for students to relax and 
study in between class, and a meet- 
ing place for friends. 

All of the projects the Student 
Senate embarks on must go through 


the parliamentary process, meaning 
that an idea is put on the agenda of a 
meeting and discussed at that meet- 
ing. Then, in the meeting, a member 
of the senate must make a motion for 
it to proceed and someone must sec- 
ond the motion. After that, there is 
discussion or debate to make sure all 
views and opinions are heard, and 
then following that is a vote to deter- 
mine if the Student Senate shall pro- 
‘teed or not. 

Another goal of the Student 
Senate is a continuity of leadership 
within the senate itself, so that each 
year it is not being reinvented. Even 
thought the Student Senate has the 
faculty leadership of Dina Brown 
and Nita Lamborghini, that is not 
what keeps it going-the students' 
interest in student activities keep it 
going, 

Cook said that the Student 
Senate needs to be aware of students’ 
opinions in order for them to work 
for the students. For a student to 
have his or her voice heard, he or she 
can come to one of the Student 
Senate's meetings, regularly sched- 
uled Wednesdays from 3:30 p.m. to 5 
p.m. in room A112 on the Haverhill 
campus 


Bookstore under new leadership 


Bookstore starts year 
with new bookstore 
manager: Tina Boyer 


By ELysE R. ALEXOPOULOS 
Contributing Reporter 


With the opening of the newly- 
built Technology Center and the 
relocation of student enrollment ser- 
vices to the Ourania Behrakis 
Student Center, this semester has 
brought great change for students, 
staff, and faculty alike, including 
Hanover native Tina Boyer who 
recently joined a team of six as the 
new bookstore manager here at 
NECC on Sept. 30. 

Boyer has been employed with 
Barnes & Noble since 1989. In 
1994, she graduated from Old 
Dominion University in Norfolk, 
VA, where she earned her MED in 
elementary education. After obtain- 
ing her master's degree, Boyer went 
on to work in the field of college 
bookstore management. She has 
quite a diverse background, having 
worked as a textbook manager at 
Boston University, and a staff man- 
ager at Emmanuel College and 
Lesley University. 
Prior to her new 


position, Boyer 
worked at Lesley 
University in 
Cambridge, Ma for 
five years. 

She recently 
moved from 


Hanover to Bradford 
and as a result, to 
have a closer com- 
mute, Boyer asked for a job transfer 
to a closer Barnes & Noble store, 
where she would be closer to home 
and her family. 

“T have a two year old son who 
needs my time and attention, so 


working closer to 
home has given me the 
opportunity to play 
with my son,” said 
Boyer. 

Overseeing both 
the Haverhill and 
Lawrence bookstores, 
Boyer manages a staff 
of six, including 
Jimmy Men, one of 
three student workers 
and members of the 
Barnes & Noble “Best- 
Selling Management 
Program,” along with 
helping her staff carry 
out daily textbook 
operations and cus- 
tomer service. As a 
member of the Barnes 
& Noble “Campus 
Outreach” program, a 
program designed to 
help college newcom- 
ers adjust to the cam- 
pus and its surround- 
ings, Boyer is learning to adjust to 
her new atmosphere here on campus. 

“Campus Outreach means a lot 
to me because I am new on campus 
and I have a lot of people to meet,” 
said Boyer. 

Boyer's most difficult challenge 
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I have been trained by the best people, 
which will allow me to train others to 
be come future bookstore managers. 


-Tina Boyer, bookstore manager 


” 


yet has been learning how to “wor 
the student financial aid process. 
The student financial aid process is 
computerized, where a student's 
name, social security number, and 
financial aid category are all entered 


into the computer at the time of the 
student's purchase. According to 
Boyer, there are 25 different finan- 
cial aid categories that a student may 


belong to, including Mass. 
Commission for the Blind, 
Vocational Rehabilitation, the 


Veteran's Association, and student 
scholarship orga- 
nizations. To help 
her learn the finan- 
cial aid process 
she has become 
quite confident, 
for she has “great 
staff in place that 
will be a huge 
help” to her in 
regards to learning 
the new systems. 

Saving money is a huge issue for 
most college students. Boyer's main 
interest as the NECC Bookstore 
Manager is to help students save 
money by acquiring more used text- 


Dustin Luca photo 
Tina Boyer, recently selected at the bookstore’s new manager, 
will be heading up operations from here on out. 


books from faculty and “wholesale 
companies.” Barnes & Noble will 
buy and sell back most books as long 
as faculty will use it for the next 
semester. 

“One of the biggest challenges is 
getting the book orders from the fac- 
ulty in a timely fashion,” said Boyer. 
Once the book orders are in, a stu- 
dent can get up to 50% back from 
what they originally paid. 

Although adjusting may take 
some time, Boyer is happy to be a 
part of this college community, 
where she hopes to meet many inter- 
esting people and help manage the 
bookstore in the best way she can. 
With 15 years of experience on hand, 
things appear to be now slowing 
down for Boyer. 

“I have been trained by the best 
people, which will allow me to train 
others to become future bookstore 
managers,” said Boyer while 
exhibiting a great sense of pride. 
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Possibility of Supreme 
Court nominee not 
making it examined 


WASHINGTON (AP)—A 
Democrat on the Senate commit- 
tee that will consider Harriet 
Miers’ nomination said Sunday 
that U.S. President George W. 
Bush's Supreme Court choice 
lacks the votes now to be con- 
firmed, saying there are too many 
questions about her qualifications. 

“If you held the vote today, 
she would not get a majority either 
in the Judiciary Committee or the 
floor," said Democratic Sen. 
Charles Schumer. On the 18-mem- 
ber Republican-controlled com- 
mittee, ‘‘there are one or two who 
said they'd support her as of now," 
he said. 

But the committee's chairman, 
Republican Sen. Arlen Specter, 
rejected the notion that Miers' 
nomination was in trouble. 
Specter said most senators are 
waiting for the hearings before 
making up their minds ‘There are 
no votes one way or another," he 
said. 

Miers, a longtime Bush confi- 
dante who has never been a judge, 
was nominated to replace retiring 
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor. The 
nomination has troubled some 
conservatives who say it was a 
risky choice because Miers was a 
blank slate on issues such as abor- 
tion and gay rights. 


Authorities say 
bodies could still 
be found in 
Sierra, Nevada 


FRESNO, Calif. (AP)— 
Authorities are considering the 
possibility that more bodies could 
be frozen in the same Sierra 
Nevada glacier where climbers 
found the remains of a World War 
II airman. 

A 63-year-old report on one 
of several military plane crashes 
in the same remote mountain. 
region suggests that the airman 
found last weekend was part of a 
four-member crew that took off 
from Mather Field in Sacramento 
on Nov. 18, 1942. Until now, 
none of the members of that train- 
ing flight were ever found. 

The bottom line is that there 
could be three more of them out 
there," Mike Stowe, a contractor 
who locates archived military 
reports, told the Fresno Bee. 
“The report says they didn't 
recover any bodies from that 
wreck." 

Forensic experts were exam- 
ining the body still encased in ice 
and have said they believed there 
was a good chance they would be 
able “to identify the man. The 
body was found last weekend in a 
remote part of Kings Canyon 
National Park close to the summit 
of 13,710-foot Mount Mendel. 
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NECC settles lawsuit 


Continued from Page 1 


Beginning soon after the article 
ran, college officials started looking 
into any problems existing in the 
Registar's office and formulating 
ideas on how the environment in the 
office could have been improved 
upon. According to court documents, 
it was then that college officials 
began keeping a watchful eye on 
Felisberto, assistant dean of 
Registration starting approximately 
in 1989. 

According to court documents, 
starting January 1997, Mary Ellen 
Ashley, a defendant in the case and 
current Vice President of Enrollment 
Management and Student Services, 
was promoted to her Vice President 
position at the college and, in turn, 


became Felisberto's supervisor. 
Shortly after her appointment, 
Ashley “repeatedly made and 
encouraged harassing, demeaning 


and verbally abusive statements 
based on and/or referencing 
Felisberto's gender, age and disabili- 
ty,” according to court documents. 

Such examples of harassment 
mentioned in court documents 
included excluding Felisberto from 
meetings that contained specifically 
an “all-female staff of Assistant 
Deans” and having to do various 
tasks that Ashley would “not impose 
on the female Assistant Deans at 
NECC.” The college denied all of 
these claims in court. 

Prior to April of 1998, Felisberto 
was required outside of the college to 
start attending regular “medical 
appointments” relative to Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder obtained 
in Vietnam, according to court docu- 
ments. During this time, it was said 
that Felisberto was allowed to make 
up any missed work deemed neces- 
sary, and was also not required to use 
any accrued paid sick leave for the 
appointments. 

However, starting Apr. 3, 1998, 
Felisberto was forced to use paid sick 
leave for the appointments, and he 
was no longer permitted to alter his 
work hours. Additionally, according 
to claims made by Felisberto docu- 
mented in court documents, 
Felisberto was required to apply 
accrued paid sick leave for all 
absences not only in the future, but 
also dating back to when Ashley 
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became Felisberto's supervisor on 
Jan. 12, 1997. 

Additionally, Felisberto alleged 
he was not paid extra for overtime 
hours worked on “numerous work 
weeks”, an allegation college offi- 
cials claimed they had no knowledge 
of. 

On Apr. 2, 1998, Felisberto 
informed the college that he needed 
“a medical leave of two weeks to 
recuperate from an exacerbation of 
his PTSD”, according to court docu- 
ments. Ina letter dated April 8, 1998, 
Steven Fabbrucci, head of Human 
Resources at Northern Essex, refused 
to grant the leave and threatened 
“disciplinary action towards 
Felisberto in relation to this request 
for leave.” Additionally, Felisberto 
was told he had to meet with Ashley 
regarding his contacts with Ashley 
being “insufficient” during the time 
of his medical leave, and was later 
given a written reprimand for not 
meeting with Ashley during his med- 
ical leave. 

In a letter dated Dec. 1, 1998, 
Felisberto requested that he be grant- 
ed leave from work to recover from 
symptoms of his PTSD, which he 
claimed were “exacerbated by stress 
at work.” The college, after receiv- 
ing the letter, then placed Felisberto 
on “medical disability retirement” 
through June 30, 1999, the end of his 
then-current appointment at the col- 
lege. 

Starting April 2, 1999, the col- 
lege “ceased paying Felisberto sick 
leave benefits... and applied his 
accrued vacation and personal leave 
toward his absences from April 3, 
1999 until June 30, 1999.” After 
June 30, 1999, the college terminated 
Felisberto's employment by not reap- 
pointing him to his position at 
NECC. 

Felisberto also alleged that the 
college “improperly deducted vaca- 
tion and personal leave days from his 
total accrued paid leave” and “failed 
to pay Felisberto for all of his earned 
vacation and/or personal pay- to 
which he was entitled.” The college 
denied these allegations. 

Felisberto brought a lawsuit 
against the college for “damages for 
employment discrimination, breach 
of contract, non-payment of earned 
overtime pay and other compensa- 
tion, plus other damages, well in 
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excess of $25,000” on Nov. 23, 1999. 
After six years of continuing on in 
court over the span of 81 pleadings, 
the case was dismissed on May-11, 
2005 without prejudice due to an out 
of court settlement to be made June 
1, 2005, between Felisberto and the 
college for a grand total of $435,000, 
according to documents recieved by 
the Observer from President David 
Hartleb’s office through the use of a 
Freedom of Information Act request. 

According to Felisberto's Release 
and Settlement Agreement, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
paid out $105,000 to Felisberto and 
an additional $105,000 to 
Grunebaum, his attorney throughout 
the case. Additionally, Felisberto 
was to be given additional compensa- 
tion from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts from July 1, 1999 to 
June 30, 2002 at a rate of $75,000 per 
year “for the sole purpose of adjust- 
ing the retirement pension benefits to 
which... Felisberto may be entitled.” 

Throughout the case, representa- 
tives of the college, including Ashley, 
referred to an inadequate Felisberto, 
a man possessing “negative history 
with many of our key partners” and a 
poor level of productivity, efficiency, 
general coverage and overall team- 
work. 

In a performance evaluation 
filled out by Ashley on Nov. 20, 
1998, she said that Felisberto's man- 
agement style “is one of controlling 
and manipulating.” 

“T expect a lot from managers at 
Allen's level,” Ashley went on to say 
in the evaluation. “There are several 
tasks that I have had to handle per- 
sonally or assign to another staff 
member because | had to constantly 
follow-up with Allen to meet dead- 
lines or because staff would not work 
well under his leadership.” 

In signing and accepting the 
release and settlement agreement, 
Felisberto agreed to never initiate 
contact with, among other parties, 
“former and present employees of 
Northern Essex Community 
College”, or to also provide any 
information in any form regarding 
the terms of the settlement or the 
lawsuit ended by the settlement, thus 
effectively making it so nobody will 
ever truly know who would have 
come out of the suit victorious. 
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World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Korea accuses United 
States of hypocrisy 
for looking over Israel 
nuclear weapons 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP)}— 
North Korea demanded Sunday 
that the United States recognize 
the communist state as a de-facto 
nuclear power, accusing 
Washington of hypocrisy by over- 
looking Israel's suspected posses- 
sion of atomic weapons. 

The North's official Rodong 
Sinmun newspaper said resolu- 
tion of the standoff over its 
nuclear programs will be possible 
‘only when the U.S. gives up the 
unfair and prejudiced double 
standards." 

“The U.S. has connived at 
and even cooperated with Israel in 
its development and production 
of nukes and kept mum about 
Japan, which has stepped up its 
moves to emerge (as) a nuclear 
power after stockpiling (more) 
plutonium than it actually needs,” 
said the commentary, carried by 
the North's Korean Central News 
Agency. 

The North demanded that 
Washington treat Pyongyang as it 
does other countries which pos- 
sess nuclear weapons but have not 
signed the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty, or NPT, 
a global agreement on controlling 
the spread of nuclear weapons 
and fissile material. 


Al Qaida urges 
Pakistan to assist in 
earthquake clean up 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP)—AI- 
Qaida's deputy leader is calling 
on Muslims to put aside criti- 
cism of Pakistan's president and 
give aid to the victims of the 
massive earthquake that devas- 
tated Kashmir this month, 
according to a tape broadcast by 
Al-Jazeera TV on Sunday. 

“You should send as much 
aid as you can to the victims, 
regardless of (Pakistani 
President Pervez) Musharraf's 
relations with the Americans," 
al-Zawahri said in the video tape 
aired by the Qatari-based chan- 
nel. 

Previously al-Zawahri has 
castigated Musharraf as a "trai- 
tor" to the Muslim nation and 
called for his overthrow. 
Pakistani troops are cooperating 
with the United States in the 
search for al-Zawahri and al- 
Qaida leader Osama bin Laden, 
who are believed to be hiding in 
the mountains along the Pak 

‘How much I and my broth- 
ers wish to be with you, dear 
brothers, but America's agents 
are preventing us from helping 
our Muslim brothers at a time of 
need," he said. 

The United States is offering 
up to US$25 million (euro 21 
million) for information leading 
to al-Zawahri's death or capture. 
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~ Fall 2005 NECC FUND 
Phonathon 


November 14, 16, 17 
5:30 — 8:30 p.m. 
Excellent volunteer opportunity for students who need 
community service hours 
$8 .00/hour for students 
Pick and choose the days that work best for you 
Training and Scripts provided 
Light dinner (pizza, sandwiches) offered 
Incentive prizes 


NECC Haverhill Campus 
SIGN UP TODAY! 


Libby Jensen, Director of Ahunni & Donor Relations 
Room A301, Bentley Library - 978-556-3621 - alumni@necc.mass.edu 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Fund 
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Lecturer exposes the psyche of the serial killer 


John Olszewski looks 
for the monster 
behind the mask 


By Kim DEPIERO 
Features Editor 


Its almost sickening—sketches of 
Snow White and Cinderella drawn by the 
same hands that took pleasure in murder- 
ing 33 young men and boys. 

And colored pencil drawings of car- 
toon-like little girls seem innocent 
enough, were they not victim profiles 
drawn by a flesh-eating psychopath. 

Artwork of infamous serial killers, 
John Wayne Gacy Jr. and Hadden Clark, 
were a small sample of works exhibited 
and cases discussed by criminal justice 
lecturer, John Olszewski during a presen- 
tation hosted by Life Long Learning, 
“Art of Famous Criminals We Have 
Known,” Oct. 20 at Northern Essex 
Community College. 

Olszewski, who is working toward 
his professional designation as a criminal 
psychologist, has spent more than a 
decade writing, interview- 
ing and studying the most 
heinous deviants on the 
planet. 

His findings are 
unsettling. Olszewski says 
that according to FBI sta- 
tistics, on any given day in 
the U.S., approximately 
35 to SO serial killers lie in 
wait, often behind a mask 
of normalcy. 

For example, while bodies rotted in 
the crawl space of his Chicago home, 
Gacy appeared as the successful busi- 
nessman; dressing as a clown to entertain 
children in hospitals and meeting and 


being photographed with first lady, 
Rosalynn Carter while working for the 
Democratic Party. 

“(It was) always something that fas- 
cinated me, (Gacy's) mask of sanity. I 
always wondered how he could be mar- 
ried, have kids, have a job, be so suc- 
cessful, intelligent and then go and do 
that,” said Olszewski in an interview fol- 
lowing the event. 

Olszewski believes the mask is an 
alter ego, a multiple personality of sorts, 
that serial killers consciously slip on and 
off, some even going overboard, “ham- 
ming it up,” he says, like Dennis Rader 
from Wichita, Kan. who took a leader- 
ship role in his church while earning the 
media title of the BTK—bind, tie, kill— 
murderer. 

“The multiple personality is like a 
serial killer where he wears a mask. He 
has a wife and kids, he has a full-time job 
but at night he goes out and kills some- 
one and eats them, and then goes home 
and crawls into bed with his wife and 
thinks nothing of it. To me that's the ulti- 
mate of multiple personalities,” said 
Olszewski. 

A common thread linking many ser- 
ial killers is a childhood of abuse: physi- 


eee > 16 @en saa: ta 


(People) watch for the stranger, the snaggle-tooth 
disgusting pervert and it’s really not ... it’s the guy 
next door, your uncle, your grandfather, your father. 


According to the FBI, the childhood 
profile for a future serial killer is a child 
who is a bedwetter beyond what is con- 
sidered normal, lights fires, and is cruel 
to animals, says Olszewski. 

It is Olszewski's belief that mental 
illness is a factor in the vast majority of 
cases. But juries are reluctant to find a 
defendant insane because under prior 
insanity laws, a convicted murderer 
could regain freedom with the retum of 
their mental health, said Olszewski. 

That changed after John Hinckley 
Jr. received a verdict of, “not guilty by 
reason of insanity,” for the attempted 
assassination of Ronald Regan in 1981. 

Under current laws a defendant can 
be found “guilty by reason of insanity,” 
but a return to mental health is no longer 
a ticket to freedom, just a change of 
address from a mental hospital to a 
prison. Yet Olszewski says juries are still 
reluctant to give an insanity verdict. 

“T'll tell you this ... when you get a 
serial killer that's killing someone 
because they enjoy killing or they enjoy 
eating them, to me, I can’t see you cannot 
say that's mental. 

“Jeffery Darma was a poster child 
for insanity. Yet they found him sane. If 
he's sane I don't 
know what they 
consider insane. 
The man would 
stuff body parts 
in his refrigera- 
tor and eat them; 
to me I don't 
think you could 


—John Olszewski get much more 
insane,” said 
Olszewski. 


cal, mental or sexual from one or both 
parents, according to Olszewski. 
Secondly, there are signs early in child- 
hood that biologically something is 
amiss. 


Transfer 


to Pace University. 


Learn more 


Serial killers 
cannot be reformed, says Olszewski. 
Still he believes societies best option is to 
learn from them. 

“When they put them in prison ... 
they don't study them, they don't do noth- 


ing with them. 
They throw 
them in a cell, 
throw the key 
away, and you 
got nothing out 
of them which 
obviously is not 
going to help 
you in the 
future,” said 
Olszewski. 

The killing 
cycle typically 
doesn't end until 
they are stopped 
or die, according 
to Olszewski. He 
says the serial 
murderers he 
speaks to often 
admit their guilt, 
usually speaking 
freely about their 
crimes. They 
also confess they 
would continue 
the killing if 
given the oppor- 
tunity. 

“It's almost 
like a drug addic- 
tion, that’s a good 
way to compare 
serial murder. ... 
If one of us were to kill, you probably 
couldn't live with yourself. But these 
people, they get a thrill out of it and then 
they just can't wait until they do it again 

. it's that rush that’s just like a drug 
addict and alcoholic; you need more and 
more to get the rush,” said Olszewski. 

Olszewski explains that most serial 
killers become adept at hiding their true 
nature from their families and society. 
He explains most of us are not monsters, 
but even we know how to slip on a mask 
when we're less than our best; serial mur- 


Kim DePiero photo 


Lecturer, John Olszewski has corre- 
sponded with almost 100 killers. 


derers just become masters at it. 

“Just about everybody has a mask 
you wear at some point. You go to a 
party you don't want to go to and you say 
‘how good to see you,’ when you see peo- 
ple you really don't want to see. 
Anybody can fool anybody at any given 
time. It really doesn't take much effort. 

“(People) watch for the stranger, the , 
snaggle-tooth disgusting pervert and it's 
really not ... it's the guy next door, your 
uncle, your grandfather, your father,” 
says Olszewski 


LEARN WHY YOU SHOULD 
TRANSFER TO PACE UNIVERSITY 


Simple Transfer Credit Program: 


Pace will accept a maximum of 68 credits from accredited two-year colleges. 


Outstanding Scholarship Opportunities: 


Our prestigious Deans’ Scholarship program offers qualified 


students awards up to $9,000 per year. Due to limited funds, 


we encourage you t2 apply as soon as passible 


Over 80 Majors In The Following Areas: 


* Business 


* Computer Science 


* Education 


* Information Systems * Liberal Arts & Sciences.* Nursing 


Outstanding Cooperative Education Program: 


Pace offers ane of the largest, most successful Cooperative Education 
programs in the New York City metropolitan area. Last year over 900 


undergraduate students eamed income and significant work experience 
in corporations, government, and non-profit organization, 


Guaranteed Tuition 
We guarantee that your tuition will not increase for up to five years, 
as long as you remain registered full-time. 


UNIVERSITY 
A New York Success Story 


For more information, www.pace.edu or call 1-800-874-PACE ext A13 
New York * White Plains * Pleasantville/Briarcliff * Hudson Valley 
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Colleen McCabe 
tries out in New York 
City for hit TV show 


By CurIsTA LARSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Collen 
- McCabe of 
» Northern 
Es se -x 
_ Community 
College tried 
out for Fox’s 
' “So You Think 
“ You Can 


Dance.” 

Last May in New York City, 
out of 300 people who tried out, 
McCabe made it to the top 25. 
McCabe was also shown dancing a 
few times in the premire epoisode. 

She first heard of the auditions 
in Cambridge, Mass. from Elaine 
MacWhinney, from the Dance Club 
Department. There, they ran out of 
time and told McCabe and 19 oth- 
ers that there was no time to inter- 
view, no one could move on to the 
auditions in New York City without 
an interview, so they told them that 
they should all just go to the last 
round of auditions in New York 
City because they said that those 20 
were left because they thought the 
lasting 20 could possibly make it 


Arts & Entertainment 


NECC student tries out for 
‘So You Think You Can Dance’ 


on TV. 

McCabe and her friend left on 
Wednesday night and drove all 
night to New York City. They 
couldn’t find the hotel that they 
were suppose to stay in, located in 
New Jersey, so MeCabe and her 
friend then decided to drive straight 
into the city, where they went into a 
diner bathroom to get ready for 
their auditions for the show. They 
got to the place of the audition at 6 
a.m., and where number 9 and 10 in 
line. By 9 a.m. when the auditions 
started there were 300 people in 
line. 

To weed out a lot of the dancers 
up front they took groups of five 
into the lobby and told them to all 
dance for 20 seconds. After their 20 
seconds they would tell them to get 
behind the rope or not. Everyone 
who made it got an interview by the 
producers and had to dance by 
themselves in a huge theater in 
front of many judges, one being the 
Executive Producer of the show, 
Nigel Lythgoe. 

When it came to McCabe’s turn 
to dance, she didn’t have a routine 
prepared and she didn’t bring any 
music. She picked the song 
“Switch” and danced a jazz/hip hop 
routine on the spot. She danced for 
at least a minute then the music was 
shut off, which cued her to stand 
and. hear her criticism. McCabe 
says that Nigel told her, “I like your 
style, you did a few things I haven’t 
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McCabe started dancing when she was 6 years old 


and is now. teaching seven,classes.. TERT 


seem before.” 

Some other things that he said 
about her were that her smile was 
on of her best features, and she had 
good stand presence. When 
McCabe found out that she was 
going on to the next round she 
started crying, then was jumping up 
and down from excitement. 

She waited for hours and hours 
with other contestants, then finally 
at 10 p.m. only 25 of them where 
left out of the 300 who tried out in 
New York City. Then, they were all 
broken up into groups of five, 
where they learned choreography 
and performed in front of the 
judges again. It was then that 
McCabe got kicked off. The reason 
for her dismissal was that she 
danced well but it just wasn’t what 
they were looking for. 

McCabe started dancing when 
she was 6 years old because her 
older sister was taking dance class- 
es and she wanted to be just like her 
older sister. She was the youngest 
in her class and she really started to 
enjoy dancing. 

“T fell in love with it,” McCabe 
said. At that time, McCabe started 
taking up to five classes. She first 


‘realized what she wanted to do with 


her life was when she was 14 years 
old because it was parent day at her 
dance studio and they were a 
teacher down. They asked her to 
teach a younger ballet class and 
then some of her own classes. None 
of the parents realized that she was 
a student, not a teacher. That was 
the day that she realized she want- 
ed to teach dance. 

When McCabe got to high 
school, her dance studio closed. 
Now looking for a new place to go, 
she wanted to be very picky about 
the studio that she went to. 

“J didn’t want a school that 
took the fun out of it,” said 
McCabe. 

Shortly after, McCabe danced 
in her high school’s show choir and 
was the caption for three years. 
During this time, she decided to 
audition for senior and junior com- 
pany. There, she skipped right by 
junior company and, at the age of 
17, became an apprentice in the 
senior company. Now, McCabe 
continues to take classes, as she 
teaches about seven of her own. 

Last year, McCabe was the 
NECC dance club president and 
this May is planning to audition for 
“So You Think You Can Dance” 
again. McCabe has a wide variety 
of plans for her future. She wants to 
be in a commercial, dance on 
Broadway, be in a hip hop video 
and eventually own a dance studio 
of her very own. 

“So You Think You Can Dance” 
is already a great start for McCabe 
but it’s only the beginning. 


Cheeta Eeneeea 
McCabe has many plans for herself in the future, but 
her life goal is to own her own dance studio. 


Christa Larson DRO 


McCabe made it to the top 25 in the New York audi- 
tions and is planing to try out again next May. 
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Dane Cook jumpstarts 
rain-soaked crowd 


Comedian brings 


humor routine to 
thousands at UNH 


By JAY COOREY 
Contributing Reporter 


When the doors opened to 
Unversity of New Hampshire’s 
Field House on Saturday October 
22, more than 1,000 rain soaked 
students piled in to get a few laughs 
on an otherwise gloomy day. When 
everyone left, they were still hold- 
ing their sides in laughter at Cook’s 
jokes, and amazingly, as if pleased 
as well, the weather had submitted 
to clear skies. 

To say the least, the energetic 
performer gave an amazing display 
of comedy that few get to see and 
not a seat was left empty to witness 
him. Most of the packed house 
were fans of Cook and knew all his 
jokes from years past, evident at the 
rousing laughter and cheers coming 
from the stands as he mixed in 
jokes from his first CD, Harmful if 
Swallowed, in addition to bits from 
his Comedy Central stand-up spe- 
cial in 2000. 


The show started less than great 
as opening act Jay Davis warmed 
up the crowd. His jokes varied 
from funny to boring, and some of 
his funniest jokes were overdone, 
continuing for a few minutes each, 
trying to capitalize on his hold of 
the crowd. The crowd cheered 
most when he announced Cook to 
the stage, co-star of the recent 
movie, Waiting. 

After going to 
a great show of 
his in June in 
Hampton Beach, I 
was eager to see 
how this show 
compared. 
Amazing 1S a 
good enough 
word to describe 
it. He had the 
crowd riveted all 
night with his 
wide array of 
great punch-lines, 
explosive move- 
ments, gestures 
and outrageous 
topics that ranged 
from controver- 
sial to down right 
raunchy. 


Tears were 


Come on down... 


have 


_~ 


oe 


shed during uncontrollable laugh- 
ter, and standing ovations shook the 
gymnasium as just about every 
group of friends was quoting mem- 
orable jokes. 

Many of his jokes were from 


his new CD and DVD album, 


Retaliation, which doesn’t do see- 
ing him live much justice. 


dia Fes 
The cover of Cook’s new album, 
‘Retaliation’, featuring 2 CDs and 1 DVD 


a look around. 


Open House 1/5 


Saturday, October 22nd 
Doors open and check-in begins at 8am. 
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Reserve your spot: 
MA www.umb.edu/openhouse 
vs STON 617. 
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Ashlee Simpson 
releases new album 


Simpson looks back 
to inspiration in 
newest release 


By DANIELLE A. JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


“I Am Me,” the sophomore 
album of Ashlee Simpson, is a com- 
bination of a variety of sounds and 
styles from pop to faux punk. It 
contains musings about her 
Saturday Night Live catastrophe 
(“Beautifully Broken,” and “Catch 
Me When I Fall,”) her imperfec- 
tions (“I Am Me,”) and, of course, 
relationships gone awry (“Coming 
Back For More”). The only thing 
that remains to be seen is, how 
much of the talent within this pro- 
ject can be attributed to Simpson 
herself? 

Released Tuesday Oct. 18, 
Simpson co-wrote the 11 tracks on 
the album with producer/writer 
John Shanks, who has worked with 
artists like Hilary Duff, Kelly 
Clarkson, ‘Michelle Branch and 
Sheryl Crow, just to name a few. 
The impeccable track record 
Shanks possesses for creating pop 
music magic makes one wonder: 
W.ould 
Simpson still 
be a ‘real 
musician’ 
without her 
Geppetto? 

Then, of 
course, there 
is Kara 
DioGuardi, 
the other co- 
writer on the 
album, 
whose _ pro- 
jects include 
Britney 
Sip¢arx* 
“Brave New 
Girl,” and 
GL Wi 68 
Stefani’s 
“Rich Girl.” 
The involve- 
ment of these 
two writers 
make songs 


on Simpson’s album such as 
“L.O.V.E” (with a Gwen Stefani- 
like sound) or “Catch Me When I 
Fall” (which has that Kelly 
Clarkson/Michelle Branch thing 
going on), unlikely to dispel doubts 
about her originality, legitimacy 
and talent as a musician. 

These questions have surfaced 
no doubt in part due to the Saturday 
Night Live stint on Oct. 23, 2004, 
where Simpson was caught in an 
embarassing lip-synching incident 
(not to mention the jig she per- 
formed to cover it up). The explana- 
tion that she offered immediately 
following the show involved blam- 
ing her band (a real team player) 
and then later on she supplied the 
information that she had a raspy 
throat due to acid reflux. 

Many wonder, especially since 
her break through into the business 
was no accident (her older sister is 
pop diva Jessica Simpson), if she 
deserve to have a career in the 
music industry at all. So to answer 
the question of whether or not she 
does deserve to be in the business, 
at least on the basis of this album, 
as long as she continues to have the 
best producers and writers that 
money can buy, then yes, she does 


Cover of Simpson’s new album, “I Am 
Me”, which hit stores Tues., Oct. 18. 


Top Notch Players to 


perform ‘A Comedy 
of Errors’ at NECC 


Play opens Friday 
Nov. 4 at 7:30 p.m. 


By CHRISTA LARSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


It's that time of year again. 
NECC’s theatre program, the Top 
Notch Players, will soon be putting 
on their fall production. This year, 
the Top Notch Players will be per- 
forming “A Comedy of Errors” by 
William Shakespeare. The produc- 
tion will open Friday, November 4 
at 7:30 p.m., and additional perfor- 
mances will be held Nov. 5, 10, 11, 
and 12 at 7:30 p.m.. The last perfor- 
mance will be held on Sunday Nov. 
13 at 3 p.m. 


“A Comedy of Errors” is a play 
in which two twins were separated 
at birth and one twin, who lived 
with his father, is on a quest to find 
the other twin. As it turns out, the 
twin searches in a city in which his 
other half has made a home with his 
wife. With the twins in the same 
city, they are mistaken for each 
other numerous times, both become 
incredibly confused because they 
don't know what is going on. Even 
the wife mistakes her husband's 
twin has her own! 

“A Comedy of Errors” is a play 
that that will surely be entertaining 
and fun for anyone who goes to see 
the performance. 
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CHENEY 


(oul 
A S|OBSESSED AND CRAVE YouR 


“| don’t know, Doc ... I’ve always 
had trouble getting close.” 


al T Tink YouRe PRBABLY <ele-| [THING Ts, You Lae YouR 
| NEuRoSES. PSYcHOTHERAPY 
WONT WoRK FoR You Beck.Se You 
DON'T WANT It To WoRK. 


OWN, INDIVIDUAL FOLFLLLMENT, 


... Coup I STELt Cer 
SoME PELLS, THEN? 


A College Girl Named Joe 


ARE YOU JOE? 
YOU MUST BE MY 


8-23 


THIS 1S MY FIRST YEAR IN 
COLLEGE! VM PRETTY EXCITEV! 
I’VE NEVER BEEN AWAY FROM 
HOME BEFORE! WE'RE GONNA BE 
AWESOME FRIENZS/ 1 CAN'T WAIT! 


by Aaron Warner 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Lousy thespians 
5 Largest 
continent 
9 Perfect 
14 Urgent acronym 
15 Highland group 
16 Casals’ 
instrument 
17 Unwilling 
19 Double curves 
20 New England 
football player 
21 Most agile 
23 Very in France 
25 Fleur-de-__ 
26 Complete 
sequences 
30 Recognize 
35 Saintly circles 
36 Type of 
preview 
37 Regret bitterly 
38 Nautical shout 
39 Greens course 
40 Home in Leon 


s|YOU AND TAKE OVER? 
| BET YOU THINK WE'RE 


www,AmazingAaronArt.com 


BY BILLY O'KEEFE www.mpsilly.com 
BUT | BET YOU WANNA ZAP THAT 
GUY BEHIND YOU, RIGHT? | MEAN, 
COME ON. EVEN “/" WANT TO. 


41 $ promise 

42 Horse opera 

43 Provide food 

44 Prominent ones 

46 Illegal coercion 

47 Also 

48 Box for practice 

50 Bond's drink 

54 Put into order 

59 Rap-sheet 
datum 

60 Kid's mom 

62 Aboveboard 

63 Algonquian 
language 

64 Majestically 
impressive 

65 Inclines 

66 Pinned down 

67 Adam's third son 


DOWN 

1 Type of seal 

2 On a cruise 

3 Grain beverage 

4 Urge on 

5 Made-up 
people? 

6 List of 
candidates 

7 Author Fleming 

8 Colony dwellers 

9 Skaters’ milieu 


© 2005 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 


10 Forbear 


Solutions 


O'REILLY 


SmMiRKY 


11 Otherwise 
12 Pub choices 


13 Missing 


22 Appeal 
earnestly 

24 Innocent 

26 Sequence 


27 Loudmouth 


28 Influence 
29 Actress Myrna 


31 Letter opener 
32 Furious 

33 Melts together 
34 Decade parts 
36 Surfeit 


39 Beauty parlor 

40 Ford or Dodge 

42 Certain 
woodwind 


musicians 

43 Spicy sauce 

45 Reach 

46 Mended, as 
socks 

49 Discussion 
group 


50 Shopping 
center 

51 Away from the 
wind 

52 Latvian capital 

53 Move by small 
degrees 


55 Ripens 
56 Slangy 
negative 
57 Manner of 
walking 
58 Engrave 
61 Exist 


DP20~O 49 hG S002 G Sayranns $3902034 swov Soot ’\T-0! 
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Velvet - 


By TIFFANY DIAS 


Knight Ridder Newspapers 
(KRT) 


One of fall's trendiest fabrics, 
velvet was once reserved for nobil- 
ity. 

Today, this luxurious fabric still 
conveys a certain amount of opu- 
lence. Its jewel-toned colors add 


Oct. 26, 2005 


it isn't just for kings anymore 


polish to any outfit. 

Velvet blazers are already 
showing up in some stores, and 
colder weather will see velvet 
blouses, shoes, purses and even 
menswear. 

"We're seeing women wear vel- 
vet for more than just formal occa- 
sions," explains Michele Murphy, 
spokesperson and fashion expert 
for Mervyns. "It has a sophisticated 


KRT photo 


A fitted velvet blazer is perfect as an accessory or as 


cool-weather outerwear. 


look, and you can dress up items 
like denim with velvet." 

Velvet is a pile weave fabric 
that was originally made from pure 
silk. The material has extra yarn 
woven in, and the heavy, textured 
look of velvet is produced when the 
extra yarn is looped during the 
weaving process. To make crushed 
velvet, the fabric is moistened and 
twisted, usually by a machine, to 
give it a "crushed" texture. 


You'll find fall clothing made of 


crushed, distressed and quilted vel- 
vet in local stores. 

As popular as velvet is today, 
wearing it has been fashionable for 


KRT photo 
An embellished camisole 
looks great dressed 


down with a pair of jeans. 


_ Horoscopes 


centuries. Originally velvet was 
made for royalty and worn during 
ceremonies as far back as 2000 
B.C., when Egyptian royalty 
draped themselves in the luxury 
fabric. Other historical records 
described the kings and queens of 
Persia, Turkey 
and India wear- 
ing "mukhmal," 
or velvet. 
Europe pro- 
duced the luxury 
fabric continu- 
ously from the 
12th century to 
the French 
Revolution, 
when Napoleon 
suspended pro- 
duction tem- 
p.0.) ar bh ley= 
Flappers wore 
velvet in the 
1920s, and per- 
formers like 
Sammy Davis Jr. 
made pastel vel- 
vet suits popular 


in the ‘70s. 
Newer vel- 
vets are no 
longer made 
from silk but 
blended with or 
made entirely 
from _ cotton. 


expensive and make handling easi- 
er because there are fewer chances 
to permanently crease the fabric. 

Fine velvet garments should be 
dry-cleaned, but cotton velvets are 
washable. 


KRT photo 


Velvet blends Pictured below, summer’s prairie skirts 
are usually less are reinvented in a heavier fabric for fall. 


3 fe Aries (March 21-April 
P 20) Late Monday, a close 

Artes friend may return to an 
outdated love affair or repeat an 
unproductive romantic pattern. A 
new attraction may this week reveal a 
continuing interest in power based 
relationships. Encourage friends to 
resolve yesterday's restrictions or 
regrets: valid and lasting break- 
throughs are possible. Tuesday 
through Friday, co-workers may be 
moody or restless. Avoid group dis- 
cussions: at present, gossip or idle 
speculation will stain workplace 

alliances. 


Taurus (April 21-May 

Taurus 20) Silly moments 
between friends will be 
distracting and enjoyable over the 
next four days: after Monday, expect 
social discussions to be unpre- 
dictable, filled with gossip or alto- 
gether giddy. Enjoy subtle romantic 
speculation but avoid publicly expos- 
ing the shy or withdrawn types: 
someone close may feel more social- 
ly vulnerable than expected. Later 
this week, expect loved ones to be 
confident and boldly expressive. 
New family or romantic roles will 


soon be revealed. 
II Gemini (May 21-June 
Gemini 21) Daily financial habits 
may this week require 
careful planning. Monday through 
Thursday, friends or loved ones may 
mismanage home budgets or reveal 
controversial expenses. Study timed 
documents or long-term payments 
for creative opportunities: revised 
contracts may be needed. Later this 
week, a powerful romantic attraction 


may be difficult to resist. Avoid 
short-term relationships or bold flir- 
tations: loved ones and long-term 
friends will soon voice strong opin- 
ions. 


Cancer (June 22-July 
22) Home routines and old 
habits will be rewarding 
and supportive this week: 
after Tuesday, watch for long-term 
relationships to bring positive rein- 
forcement and reliable wisdom. For 
some Cancerians, this marks the end 
of several weeks of public stress, 
pressure at work or social criticism 
from co-workers. Accept the new- 
found empathy of loved ones: inti- 
macy and trust now needs to 
increase. Later this week, plan quiet 
times with friends: your attention is 
needed. 


JQ, 


Leo 


Cancer 


Leo (July 23-August 
22) Early this week, 
younger friends or rela- 
tives may request more of 
your emotional focus. Postponed 
social events or unique celebrations 
will soon captivate group attention: 
allow outdated ideas or past differ- 
ences to fade. After mid-week, loved 
ones will follow your example: stay 
alert. Thursday through Sunday high- 
light unique financial proposals from 
family members or new business 
partners. Powerful rewards are avail- 
able: carefully research all revised 


options. 
hk Virgo (August 23- 
September 22) After 
Virgo Monday, watch for long- 
term romance to begin an 
important period of decision. Key 
issues may involve family conflicts, 


home changes or financial obliga- 
tions. Many Virgos will now begin a 
slow but meaningful process of pub- 
licly clarifying their romantic inten- 
tions. In the coming weeks, single 
Virgos can expect competing roman- 
tic interests. Serious choices are 
needed: react honestly to questions. 
Late Friday, financial resources may 
be low: avoid excess spending. 


Libra (September 23- 
October 23) Safety, secu- 


— 
Libra rity and long-term busi- 
ness ventures will soon 

become almost effortless. Late 


Tuesday, expect loved ones to defer 
to your career ideas or adopt your 
vision of the future. For many 
Librans this is an important step in 
emotional development and social 
independence: follow your instincts 
and expect others to respond with 
respect and enthusiasm. Friday 
through Sunday accent written com- 
munications and distant relatives: 
expect complex social messages. 
L communications may this 
week be difficult to 
define. Monday through Thursday, 
expect poor instructions, misinfor- 
mation or wrongly calculated num- 
bers to be bothersome. Long-term 
projects or complex assignments 
may soon be canceled. Remain 
detached and let older officials han- 
dle small details: powerful emotions 
may be in operation. After mid-week, 
delightful romantic overtures arrive 
without warning. Respond quickly: 
your first reaction will set the tone. 


Scorpio (October 24- 
November 21) Workplace 


x Sagittarius 
(November 22-December 
Sagittarius? | ) A close colleague may 

this week offer an expla- 
nation or subtle apology for recent 
comments. Respond with enthusiasm 
and let social mistakes fade. This is 
not a good time to openly challenge 
the behaviors or attitudes of co- 
workers. Be flexible. After mid- 
week, social celebrations and group 
encounters will provide new emo- 
tional outlets. Foster as many new 
friendships as possible: at present, 
loved ones need and expect unique 


distractions. 
o Capricorn (December 
4 22-January 20) Love rela- 
Capricorn tionships may this week 
require careful diplomacy: 
expect romantic overtures to be 
intense over the next four days. 
Respond with honesty: at present, 
potential lovers or new friends need 
to know your boundaries, limits or 
expectations. After Thursday, watch 
for unusual financial messages from 
a relative concerning long-term pur- 
chases or legal ownership. Take time 
to fully explain your goals: clarity 
and shared resources will soon 
become powerful issues for debate. 


AYAY Aquarius (January 
WN 21-February 19) Friends 
Aquarius and lovers will be cheer- 
ful and social engaging 

over the next six days: humor, philo- 
sophic discussion and quickly chang- 
ing group plans will all appeal. After 
Wednesday, however, watch for an 
unusual romantic reversal between 
close friends or workmates. Vague 
gossip will prove unreliable: avoid 


fast judgments. Later this week, 
workplace ideals return. Ambition 
and fair treatment will soon be a 
prime concern: don't hesitate to voice 
your opinions or suggestions. 


Pisces (February 20- 
} March 20) Serious work- 
pica place negotiations may be 


postponed early _ this 
week. Although complex assign- 
ments are anticipated, business atti- 
tudes will be cheerful and outgoing. 
Use this time to complete outstand- 
ing tasks and establish lasting 
alliances with close colleagues. After 
Thursday, watch for sudden social 
reversals, rare cancellations or unex- 
pected delays. Before  mid- 
November, group schedules may be 
unpredictable: remain flexible and 
avoid concrete promises. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Business officials will refuse to 
reveal valuable information, new 
assignments or clues to success over 
the next four weeks. Don't be 
unnerved: this is actually a positive 
time for private agendas and 
researching new employment 
options. Early in December, a rare 
opportunity for business advance- 
ment may arrive in the form of a new 
partnership. If so, expect creative 
suggestions and private funding to be 
a key source of ambition. Romantic 
and social relationships may require 
added diplomacy early in 2006. 
Planetary alignments now suggestion 
that someone close may soon 
demand more of your time, attention 
and loyalty. Set firm boundaries: in 
2006 it is vital that you remain true to 
your own pace, needs and opinions. 
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As an edgy fashion accessory, 
tattoos make their mark 


Once a mark of rebel- 
lion, tattoos are now 


becoming mainstream 
By MELIssA CARON 
Style Editor 
Tattoos - 
They're not 
just for sailors 
anymore! 


In response 
to a growing 


number of 
celebrities 
proudly = dis- 
playing their 
body art, tat- 
toos have 


become a popular fashion accesso- 


ry. 

Polls suggest that 1 in 7 people 
in the U.S. are tattooed. That ratio 
seems to be even lower on the 

_NECC campus. Sometime in the 
past ten years, tattooing has gone 
from subculture to trendy to down- 
right mainstream. When done cor- 
rectly, they can be a striking and 


edgy form of self-expression. 
Done incorrectly, however, they 
can mark a person as a victim of a 
bad fad - permanently. 

An unfortunate fad that comes 
to mind is the Looney Tunes mania 
of the early '90s. People who once 
felt so cool with Tweety Bird on 
their butts and the 

Tasmanian Devil on_ their 
ankles are now stuck with ink that 
dates them and identifies them as 
fad victims. 

Don't think that you are 
immune to such victimization just 
because you escaped the cartoon- 
tattoo trend. Tribal armbands and 
designs on the lower back seem to 
be the tattoo-du-jour. About this 
fad, writing major Cassie Tringale 
says, “I think they are very average. 
You don't have to be creative to 
decide to get a tribal (tattoo) - it 
says to me that a person wanted a 
tattoo but didn't know what to get.” 

To get inked by a licensed tat- 
too artist, a person has to be over 
the age of 18 - whether a parent is 
present or not. Thus, getting tat- 
tooed has become a rite of passage 
for many youths. The chosen art- 
work is often less important to them 
than the mere fact that they got one. 


Boots merge 
fashion with 
winter armth 


Fashion boots are a 
style must-have for 
cool weather 


By ERICKA KEARN 
Contributing Reporter 


Winter boots, once a down- 
played article of necessity, are now 
a fashion focus point. 

Last fall and winter, the “Ugg” 
boot became the must-have style. 
Ugg, a company based in Australia, 
has a beautiful and large selection 
of sheepskin boots and slippers. 
Mini-skirts paired with plush pink 
or baby blue Uggs were, every- 
where last year. Thanks to 
Hollywood's gang of young fashion 
elites like Paris Hilton, these $100 
to $200-a-pair boots are a staple in 
many girls' closets. 

I was at first against this fash- 
ion craze, but when I received a 
pair for Christmas, I realized why 
these boots are finding their way 
onto every foot: They are soft, 
warm, and keep feet super-dry (so 
long as they've been water- 
proofed). 

While Uggs are the preferred 
brand, many college students feel 
the price is too high for a pair of 
shoes. There are cheaper brands 
that look the part for half the price, 
but the lower price means a sacri- 
fice of quality. 

When asked if generic Ugg- 
style boots do as good a job as the 
real thing, Megan Ryan, 20, said 
that she had a pair last year that fre- 


quently left her with wet feet. She — 


KRT photo 
Everybody needs a warm 
and stylish pair of boots. 


ultimately decided to buy the 
brand-name ones. “I like Uggs 
because they're warm and easy to 
slide on - I'm too lazy to deal with 
laces!” said Ryan. 


Not everybody is enthusiastic 


about the trendy Uggs. When asked 
what she thought of these brand- 
name boots, Samantha Samuel, 18, 
said she would rather wear her 
worn-in moccasins. She says she is 
perfectly content for winter with 
her favorite shoes and a pair of 
woolen leg warmers. 

Another company that makes 
fashionable-yet-useful winter shoes 
is Merrell. Merrell specializes in 
shoes for hiking, water sports, and 
backpacking. Their shoes are 
designed for specifically for com- 
fort during any activity, whether its 
rock climbing or taking the dog for 
a walk. 

Whether it is for fashion or 
necessity, big boots are in. 


ete steed Stn nee elem 


Regardless of any wording in the 
design, what a tattoo is really say- 
ing for these youths is, 'I'm legal.’ 

A tattoo is supposed to be body 
art. With an infinite number of 
design choices available, why 
would you limit yourself to what is 
trendy when you turn 18? 

Ericka Kearn has five tattoos, 
each of which is a personal expres- 
sion. The one on her lower back 
reads, “Hope springs eternal.” She 
says that it exemplifies her attitude 
toward life. 

“Tf you have hope in your heart, 
there will always be another 
spring,” she says. Kearn also has a 
dragon on her foot that she never 
explains to anybody. 

“T like having something on my 
body that is so personal that only I 
know what it means,” she says. 

Of Patrik Curley's three tattoos, 
his favorite is the black star on his 
shoulder that says underneath, 
“peace one love.” He says that the 
star represents the sun, which will 
die one day and become black. 
“There won't be peace on earth 
until the sun burns out and there are 


note, Curley 
adds, “And on 
my back it says 
sin - because I 
do.” 

It is no 
secret how 
quickly trends 
come and’ go. 
This is not 
such a big deal 
when the trend 
in question is 
feathered hair 


or stirrup 
pants. When it 
comes to 


trends of tattoo 
content, how- 
ever, following 
a fad has much 
more  perma- 
nent implica- 
tions. In short, 
when choosing 
a design for a 
tattoo, make 
sure that your 
tattoo is some- 


no people left. 


another.” 


By MADELINE MARR 
Knight Ridder 
Newspapers 

(KRT) 


It's jean season, sec- 
ond only to the horrors of 
swimsuit season. 

Need advice on pick- 
ing the perfect pair? 

Kim Bonnell, author 
of "A Style Handbook: 
What to Wear," gives 
some steadfast rules to 
take to the dressing room 
in a recent issue of 
Glamour magazine. 

1. Wiggle room: Since 
jeans are not consistently 
sized from label to label, 
you've got to do some 
work and put in the time 
to find the right pair. 

To get the best fit pos- 
sible, "pull jeans up by the 
belt loops so they're as 
high on your hips as 
they'll go," Bonnell 
writes. "Then settle them 
into place, bringing each 
knee up to your chest." 

This is how they're 
going to feel as you go 
about your day in them. 
Afterward, squat and look 
around for any bunching 
or side bulges. Although 
jeans stretch over time, 
you may need to go larger. 

2. Back to back: Put 
those full length three- 
way mirrors to use: Give 
your back pockets (read: 
derriere) a once over. 
"Bigger and lower pock- 
ets is generally a more 
flattering look," Bonnell 
advises. 


But in the mean- 
time, we still need to love one 
On a less philosophical 


thing you'll 
still want on 
your body 


when you're 85. 


3. Plus plans: Got 
something to hide? 
Remember that dark 


washes are more figure 
friendly than light ones. 


In your tag, look for 
Lycra, "God's gifts to 
curves." 


The denim winners 
should fit snugly, but not 
to the point where you 
can't zip ‘em. 

4. The L&S of it: 
Length is more important 
than you may realize. The 
ideal, most "slimmifying" 
length, Bonnell says: one 
eighth to one quarter inch 
from the ground, with 
heels on (bring your fave 
stilettos with you). 
Cropped hems give you a 
shorter overall appear- 
ance, Bonnell writes. And 
those with a subtle flare at 
the ankle, like boot-cut 
styles, do wonders for 
hips. 

Found a pair that look 
great up top but are too 
long? Bonnell advises that 
you run them through the 
washer-dryer before tot- 
ing them off to the tailor. 

5. Take a walk: Jeans 
these days are not a petty 
purchase. Most of the 
trendier brands — cost 
upwards of $100. This is 
not a purchase to be taken 
lightly. Because, as 
Bonnell says: "Jeans with 
a crazy-seeming price will 
amortize to pennies if you 
truly love them." 

Her solution: Get out 
of that little room and 
stroll around the store. 
While you're at it, put 


dager my hy 


Melissa Caron phot 


Student Tom Whalen proudly displays 
the classic rose tattoo on his forearm. 


Got the blues over 


those salespeople to work. 
It's a lot of trouble going 
through stacks upon 
stacks yourself. Ask away, 


jeans? Here’s help 


treating them as if they 
were your personal styl- 
ists. You might even make 
their day. 


KRT photo 


A well-cut pair of jeans can make all the 


difference. 
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Knights prepare for title run 


Mens basketball 
ready to capture 


national title 

By RYAN MCASKILL 

Sports Editor 

i “Get your 

hands off your 
knees! That’s a 
sign off weak- 
ness!” These 


are the screams 
that come from 
the gym in the 
Sports and 
Fitness Center 
at 8 p.m. every 
weeknight. It is not the sound of dis- 
tress but rather the driving sound of 
victory. It is the sound of the 
Northern Essex basketball team 
preparing to make a run at a national 
title. 

With a disappointing end 
to last season, the Knights have 
retooled their roster and are ready to 
go. With head coach Darren Stratton 
back at the helm, an illness sidelined 
him last season, the Knights are as 
focused as ever on capturing a cham- 


pionship. 

The biggest upgrade from last 
season is the team’s over-all talent. 
The Knights lost leading scorer and 
first team all-region guard Joe Tardiff 
but return three key players from last 
years group, Paul Nartiff, Al Ruiz 
and Juan Astacio. Mixed in with a 
very talented incoming class, the 
Knights will be a dangerous team 
with or without the ball, 

“This is the most talented team I 
have been a part of in my years here,” 
said Nartiff. “We have gelled togeth- 
er as a group and we play well 
together.” 

The Knights once again lack 
experienced size in the middle 
Because of this, Northern Essex will 
rely on speed and athleticism to win 
ball games. 

“You can expect an exciting 
brand of basketball and lost of 
points,” said head coach Darren 
Stratton. “Our game relies on ruth- 
less fast breaks, pressing the ball on 
defense and athleticism. We do not 
want to play a half court game 
because we lack that size to slow the 
game down. If we can average &0 
points a game, we win.” 

The Knights have more then just 
talent on their side this season. They 
also have the sour taste of a heart- 
breaking end to last season that fuels 


them. 

About nine 
months ago (Feb. 19) 
last years season 


ended and_ the 
Knights were on the 
outside looking in as 
they lost in the play- 


down qualifying 
tournament and 


missed out on the 
state and national 
tournaments. That 
heartbreak has now 
manifested itself into 
a driving force for 
this year’s squad. 


“Any — signifi- 
cant let down is 
always a fueling 


factor for any ath- 
lete,” said assistant 
coach Joe Tardiff, who acted as head 
coach last year in Stratton’s absence. 
“There is no exception here.” 

Northern Essex is ready to take 
on anyone. 

“Our motto is ‘we'll play any 
team, any time, anywhere.” We know 
we can play with anybody because 
we prepare better then anybody,” 
said Stratton. 

This season, the Knights will 
face some strong competition. Rivals 
Bunker Hill Community College and 


Gateway Community College enter 
the season ranked 12th and 16th 
respectively in the county in division 
Ill. While Springfield Technical 
College houses another strong pro- 
gram. 

“We have something to prove to 
the nation,” said Nartiff. “We have 
been working together since last sea- 
son ended and we are a national con- 
tender.” 

The Knights open the season 
with five of the first eight games on 


Ryan McAskill photo 


The men’s basketball team is gearing up for tough season and 
looks to return to the national tournament. 


the road beginning November 4-5 at 
NHTI. 

The home opener is Tuesday, 
November 8 with Holyoke 
Community College coming to the 
Sports and Fitness Center. 

All NECC athletic events are free 
to the public and student body alike. 
The home opener will feature raffles, 
giveaways, special events and other 
activities for fans to enjoy along with 
a high intensity basketball game. 


Women’s basketball seeks players 


Despite low numbers, 
Knights still highly 
competitive 


By RyAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


With numbers down again, the 
women’s basketball team will once 
again be forced to play without a 
deep bench this season. With five 
players currently on the roster and a 
few more expressing interest, the 
Knights could have a long season 
ahead of them, 

Coming off a disappointing sea- 
son last year, the Knights enter this 
year with a new coach and a new 
attitude. Tony Staffiere takes over 
the reigns and is ready to right the 


ship. 

Burgess will have the responsi- 
bility of being the Knights captain 
this season. The only returning play- 
er, Burgess was part of the Knights 
scoring punch last 
year with guard Ainanda Knowles. 
A division III all-region first team 
player last season, Staffiere will rely 


explosive 1-2 


on Burgess to lead the team on the 
court. 

“Crystal is an great athlete and 
has the experience and understand- 
ing of college level basketball that 
will help us win ball games,” said 
Staffiere. “For as good of an athlete 
as she ts, she is a better leader, an the 
team will respond to her. She will 
play beyond these walls.” 

Burgess averaged 37 minutes a 
game last year and, if the numbers 
remain low, will average more this 


season. She finished last season 


Northern Essex Community College 
2005/2006 Men Basketball Schedule 


Date 


November 
NHTI 
NHTI 


Holyoke 
Massasoit 

Ben Franklin 
Southern Maine 
Southern Maine 
Mass Bay 


Roxbury 

Springfield 
Quinsigamond 

U Conn Avery Point 
Bunker Hil 


42° oe Ave - 


Opponent 


Site 


Away 
Away 
Home 
Away 
Home 
Away 
Away 
Home 


Away 
Away 
Home 
Away 
Home 


Crystal Burgess is the 
captain of the women’s 
team this season. 


Date 


November 


ranked fourth in the nation in scoring 
average with 22 points per game, 
second in steals per game with 6 and 
25 in rebounds per game with 9.5. ” 
The Knights will base their game 
around their athleticism. “For a 
small team we are much more athlet- 
ic then I first thought we'd be, ” said 
Staffiere. “We're going to run a lot 
of difference defenses and we need 
to control the game. This will be a 
team that opponents cannot attack. 
They will need to react to us because 
we will adapt with each game.” 
Despite lack of bodies, the team 
has come together nicely. “We enjoy 
each other,” said Staffiere. “[The 
players] are always in my office ask- 
ing questions or just talking. These 
relationships are about more then 
basketball. We start off with 10 of 
the first 11 games on the road and 
those can be long road trips, so we 


better love each other.” 

Although the team lacks num- 
bers, it is not because of a lack in 
recruiting. “I took the job on 
September 7 and started recruiting 
right away,” Staffiere said. “There 
was a list of names left by the prior 
coach and we will not stop looking 
until the very last possible minute. 
There are athletes on this campus 
that should be playing basketball and 
are not, but it’s their choice.” 

The women’s team is still look- 
ing for athlete to join the squad this 
season. For more information con- 
tact Tony Staffiere at (978) 556-3821 
or Tstaffiere@NECC.mass.edu. 
Interested students can also stop into 
the office of Athletic Director Sue 
MacAvoy in the Sports and Fitness 
Center room D-119. 


Northern Essex Community College 


Opponent 


Holyoke 
Massasoit 
NHTI 

NHTI 

Southern Maine 
Southern Maine 
Mass Bay 
Hesser 


Roxbury 
Springfield 
Quinsigamond 
NHTI 


Bunker Hill 


2005/2006Women's Basketball Schedule 


Site Time 


7:00 
6:00 
6:00 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
7:00 
6:00 


Away 

Home 
Away 
Away 
Away 

Away 
Away 
Away 


6:00 
1:00 
5:00 
7:00 
12:00 


Away 
Away 
Home 
Home 
Away 
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ae 
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Cross-country 


team hits stride, 


in shape for championship meets 


Courtesy photo 


Dorian Tsiplakis has 
returned to the Knights 
and has been a constant 
in the front of the pack 
for Northern Essex. 


Continued from Page 1 


With the rain out the team com- 
peted in the Bobby Bell road race in 
Haverhill on Oct. 10. They ran as 
individuals not representing the 
College. Six NECC athletes compet- 
ed and allof them placed in their 
respective divisions. 

Both the men and women ran a 
five-mile course in a field of 157 run- 
ners. Tsiplakis broke the 30-minute 
barrier running 29:58, placing 6th 
overall. Rudd place second in the 
women’s division running an out- 
standing 34:17, which was a 59 sec- 
ond improvement from the year 
before where she won the woman’s 


. Face. 


Nunez and Lewis won the 19 and 
under race division in 33:39 and 
28:37 respectively. Teammate Mike 
Cenower placed third in 36:45. 
David Esposito was also recognized 
for being a top 15 finisher, running 
his season best time of 32:35. 

With two strong meets behind 
them, the Knights competed in the 
Mayor’s Cup Cross Country 
Championship at Franklin Park in 
Boston on Oct. 23. The conditions 


were less then ideal with rain, cold 
temperatures, and 6 inches of mud, 

Northern Essex placed fourth out 
of seven teams overall. In the field 
of 159 runners for the men, Tsiplakis 
was the Knights top finisher in 30th 
place clocking in at 18:46. Esposito 
ran well ending in 35th place with a 
time of 19:16. 

Rudd once again led the women 
and finished eighth out of 53 runners, 
with a time of 21:45. Lewis ran well 
placing 12th with a time of 22:57. 

“The team continues to make 
great strides and is improving week 
to week. They are working very hard 
getting ready for the NJCAA District 
and National Meets,” said Caputo. 

The Northeast District meet will 
be held on Nov. 5 at Suffolk 
Community College and the NJCAA 
National Championship will be Nov. 
12 at Finger Lakes Community 
College in New York. 


Mayor’s Cup Cross Country 
Championship at Franklin Park in 
Boston, Oct. 23, results 

Men: 159 runners/ 5K 


Hockey returns, 
but will the fans 


The NHL is back with 
new rules, but fans 
need time to adjust 


By JONATHAN NICOSIA 
Contributing Reporter 


Over 1,230 games were can- 
celled when the National Hockey 
‘League and its players could not 
come to an understanding over a 
new collective bargaining agree- 
ment. Now, the NHL has reinvented 
itself with an unprecedented star rich 
free agency, new rules, salary cap 
and even a new logo...sort of. 

With the lockout ending and the 
new era of the NHL beginning, fans 
and even hall of fame players are not 
so quick to return to the game. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning ended 
the 2003-2004 season in a classic 
seven game series defeat of the 
Calgary Flames. Even though the 
series was exciting, the fans and 
players could not help to fasten their 
focus over the upcoming issue of a 
possible lockout. 

The topic of the NHL being the 
first North American sports league to 
lose a season over a labor dispute 
became bigger than the game. On 
Feb. 16, 2005 the NHL officially 
cancelled its season. 

“Tt was very frustrating to hear” 
said Tony Abreu, 42, of Derry, NH. 
“T had just gotten past the Bruins los- 
ing a disappointing series against the 


Canadians and now the NHL has 
cancelled any chance of redemp- 
tion... I don’t see myself watching 
every game like I used to, maybe the 
occasional one if I get back into it.” 

The NHL and the NHL Players 
Association had to expect this kind 
of reaction from fans of the game of 
hockey. The league was already the 
last horse in the race of the four 
major sports in the US, so it would 
be unwise for them to think fans 
would just come skating back to the 
game even with its players retiring 
rather than face the adjustment to the 
new game of hockey after its long 
absence. 


———_¢¢—_———_ 


The NHL being the first North 
American sports league to lose a 


induce more scoring. 

Despite the loss of some of its 
greatest player’s and fan fare, the 
NHL has dedicated itself to gaining 
back the fans. 

It has geared this year towards 
offense so fans can see high scoring 
games as well as shootouts. It has 
also introduced its newest and 
brightest upcoming star named 
Sidney Crosby, who was drafted by 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, winners of 
the draft lottery who drafted him 
with the number one overall pick. 

Multiple organizations have 
gone down their own path to get 
back the fans as well including tick- 
et specials, 
reduced sou- 
venir and 
concessions 
prices and in 
what may be 


the biggest 

season over a labor dispute welcome 
* back of all:. 

became bigger than the game Rebuilding 
their teams 

with high 

level free 


Scott Stevens, Mark Messier, 
and now Brett Hull have retired from 
the game of hockey. All future locks 
for the hall of fame could not adjust 
to the 18 month layoff of the game 
and its multiple rule changes, such 
as two line passes being legal, a 
shootout instead of multiple over- 
times, and goaltender leg pads, 
blockers, catching gloves and jer- 
seys being cut down in size all to 


agents that were available this year 
due to the newly installed salary cap. 

It’s too early to tell if the NHL 
can win back all of it’s fans after 
going into a deep freeze for over a 
year, but it’s clear that the league and 
its players are making an effort— 
and that’s a goal for the fans. 


place NECC runner time 

30. Dorian Tsiplakis 18:46 Women: 53 runners/ SK 

35. David Esposito 19:16 place NECC runner time 
51. Joe Terlikosky 20:23 8. Laura Rudd 21:45 
53. Joel Nunez 20:30 12. Megan Lewis 22:57 


73. Mike Cenower 21:41 
85. Ryan Boucher 22:40 
122. Kevin Daub 25:09 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.) Has Cleveland ever been 
home to an NHL team? 


2.) What was the last NHL team 
to win the Stanley Cup two con- 
secutive seasons? : 


3.) Of the 11 times a player has 
scored more than 161 points in an 
NHL season, Wayne Gretzky has 
done it nine times. Who per- 
formed the feat the other two? 


4.)The Houston Astros' Chris 
Burke became the seventh player 
to clinch a playoff series with a 
walk-off home run to win the 
NLDS on Oct. 9. Name the other 
SIX. 


5.) Starting this season the NBA 
has adopted a strict new rule for 


the players off the court. What is 
it? 
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Photo Essay 


Foliage starting to peak at NECC 


Fall brings about the 
calm before the storm 
for New England 


By TOM WHALEN 
Contributing Reporter 


Of the four seasons New 


England has been blessed with, fall” 


has got to be the best time of year by 
far. Most people associate fall with 
the onset of winter, the beginning of 
the big chill. 

Most people see the darkened 
skies and only feel rain. Most people 
worry ahead, about the S - word 
approaching (snow). Oh, woe is 
they. There is so much more to fail 
than turbulence and frosty condi- 
tions. 

Quite suddenly, if you are not 
paying attention, the summer has 
waned and you are wondering: 
Where have the days of leaving one's 
home tank-topped and barefoot 
gone? 

Where have the days of shorts 
and flip-flops gone, or the days of 
morning heat and the air filled with 
cicadas droning on in contentment? 
Where are the fragrances of the local 
flora wafting on the gentle breezes? 

You might also wonder why 
there are no more: Days of swelter- 
ing heat, blistering sun, stifling 
humidity or running for air condi- 
tioning. No more days of pool 
swimming, beach combing or sun- 
bathing. 

No more days of fishing, boating 
or midnight jaunts of frolic in the 
tepid bath waters of the briny deep. 

And, alas, there will be no more 
days of scantily clad women roam- 
ing these halls of education. 

Well, it is because fall has 
arrived. After the brutal days of this 
last summer have finally passed, I 
am ready for the next season to “fall” 
upon us. There are certain activities 
I will miss from the season of sum- 
mer, but none, well, with the excep- 
tion of one,compare to the great sea- 
son of fall. 

This is the season which brings 
us exceptional weather, cool crisp 
days with a sun as bright as.. as 
bright as... well, as bright as the sun. 
Mornings of chilly personality; turn- 
ing into the bluest, the clearest of 
days that makes one feel alive and 
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exhilarated. 

Fall is the time when families 
and loved ones travel to see the 
beautiful foliage that flushes 
throughout New England. A phe- 
nomenon of nature, these leaves: 
Turning from green to yellow and 
red, and golden and aubum. And it 
only happens in the fall. 

Fall is the time for families to 
visit their local orchards and farms 
for fresh made apple cider, hay rides 
and letting your children pick the 
biggest pumpkin they can carry from 
a mountain of pumpkins. A time of 
tricking them into raking the yard, 
under the guise of stuffing old 
clothes with leaves,propping a 
pumpkin on for a head, and setting it 
on the porch. 

Fall is also the time of All 
Hallows Eve, or as we know it today, 
Halloween. There is not a child in 
America that doesn't look forward to 
this day and, although I do not get 
dressed up any more, the child in me 
still loves the coming of Halloween. 
And whether you are alone or with 
the loved ones,carving the pumpkin 
is always a favorite past time. Then 
we have the trick or treating, and the 
subsequent raiding of the bags of 
your sleeping children. 

Gratefully enjoying the three 
weeks to come down from the sugar 
high, we come upon the papa of hol- 
idays - Thanksgiving. Is there any- 
thing like the smell of a home on a 
brisk Thanksgiving Day? Of course, 
we all know it is a day of thanks for 
the blessings of the past year, with its 
origins dating back to the pilgrims, 
blah, blah, blah. 

But it's the aromas from the 
roasting turkey, the smashed pota- 
toes, the stuffing, the gravies, the 
pumpkin and apple pies yes, even the 
turnips play a role in the assault on 
the senses. The family gathers 
around for thanks,feasts and you 
guessed it football. Yes, it is a day of 
thanks and I give thanks for that day. 

This is only a skimming off the 
top for some of the reasons to love 
fall. There is always something 
going on somewhere at anytime that 
shouts fall festivity. And I also know 
there are some people out there that 
know fall has the biggest shopping 
days of the year. 

So, relax, stretch out and enjoy 
fall for what it really is; the best time 
of the year. 
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A shot from the Student Center showing trees located near the entrance to E and B. 
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